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Challenges

» Full disclosure of EIA documents is still a challenge for
many countries.

» It is also a challenge to disclose information that is not
too technical and effective for active engagement of
decision making process.

» An opportunity for equal participation among diversity of
stakeholders are not secured.

» Public consultation and participation in seven studied
countries are still limited in a way to ensure the quality,
comprehensiveness and effectiveness of the EIA.

» Public participation in the process to establish or amend
the EIA law would be also required.




Best practices presentations:

» Transparent and participatory process to develop
new draft EIA law in Cambodia

» Smart EIA by Thailand




Challenges 2 :

» How early the public participation should be?

» “full” disclosure? How much information should be
disclosed, at what point in time? (private info, technical,
intellectual property, amount of information)

» ldentification of stakeholders, and method of
participation/information disclosure according to the
stakeholders

» Capacity development
» Consultation fatigue




Best practices/recommendation

» Common understanding that public participation starts with
information disclosure

» EIA as decision making as well as information gathering (not just
information disclosure)

» Scoping of stakeholders and best methods of information
disclosure/participation. How to scope public participation in a
participatory way

» Not only formal but informal consultation from early stage

» Project website for information disclosure set up by project
proponent/consultant

» Government modeling good behavior (Case of Cambodia (public
involvement in the EIA legislative process) and Thailand
(information disclosure via Smart EIA)




